
 
  

 

AGENDA ITEM NO.6 

CONDUCT COMMITTEE 

Date 12 DECEMBER 2012 

Title INVESTIGATION PROPOSAL 

 
1. PURPOSE/SUMMARY 
 
To obtain members affirmation to the investigation of a Complaint under the Code of Conduct 
in respect of Councillor French. 
 

 
2. KEY ISSUES 
 

• A complaint was made about the conduct of Councillor French; which was 
assessed by the Initial Assessment Panel of the Standards Committee.  

• The Panel considered that the complaint was appropriate to be referred for 
Investigation.  

• Before the Investigation commenced the new conduct framework was introduced.  
• It is therefore appropriate for the Conduct Committee to consider the position 

before the commencement of the formal investigation. 
• It is proposed that the investigation be conducted by an external solicitor with 

experience of conducting this type of investigation.  
 

 
3. RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
That members affirm the Initial Assessment Panel of the Standards Committees view that the 
matter requires investigation and that further the proposed investigation process is 
appropriate. 
 

 
Wards Affected All 

Forward Plan Reference No. 
(if applicable) 

NA 

Portfolio Holder(s)  

Report Originator Alan Pain, Corporate Director and Monitoring Officer 
Ian Hunt, Chief Solicitor 
 

Contact Officer(s) Alan Pain, Corporate Director and Monitoring Officer 
Ian Hunt, Chief Solicitor 
 

Background Paper(s)  

 



1. BACKGROUND/INTRODUCTION 
 
An email of complaint was received on the 17 April 2012 by Mr Bill Tilley an Enforcement Officer 
within the Planning Enforcement Team copy attached.  
 
The email relates to concerns about the behaviour of Councillor Jan French who at the time was 
the Portfolio Holder with responsibility for planning enforcement. 
 
It was alleged that she acted inappropriately by advising a business operating in the area to 
enable them to avoid the actions of the planning enforcement team. It is alleged this undermined 
the team creating difficulties for their work. 
 
Three specific issues arise: 

1. Email communication form a complaint which indicated that the decision of planning 
committee was known in advance of the meeting. 

2. A telephone conversation with a complainant who made allegations surrounding the 
content of a conversation between Councillor French and the business person. 

3. Conversations on site during the service of a notice which indicated Councillor French 
had a close involvement with the business owner. 

 
With respect to the email at 1 and the conversation at point 2 the person making the telephone call 
has been approached but refuses to cooperate with any investigation or further consideration of 
the complaint. They have further requested that they not be involved and that their details are kept 
confidential.  
 
In considering the complaint it is appropriate that this information be kept confidential at this stage 
so not to prejudice the individual. Their details are held and will be available to an investigating 
officer.   
 
2. CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The Initial Assessment Panel considered that the complaint raised allegations which if proven 
would disclose a potential breach of the Code of Conduct. 
 
An independent Solicitor Stephen Pearson of Freeth Cartwrights has been approached to 
undertake the investigation. The cost of the investigation will be no more than £1980, an additional 
sum will be payable should a hearing become necessary.  
 
3. CONCLUSIONS 
 
Members are asked to affirm the investigation of the complaint and the appointment of the 
Investigating Officer. 
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